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NDER most of the anti-clericalism that exists 
today in the United States, especially among 
Catholics, there seem to be certain general assump- 
tions which will not bear critical examination. Some 
of these are: 

(1) Religion exists to furnish aesthetic or sensu- 
ous pleasure, such as one experiences at a concert, a 
play or a pageant; combined with such intellectual 
stimulation, perhaps, as may be gained at a popular 
lecture by a professor or an author. In short, that 
one goes to Mass to be entertained. 

(2) It is one of the priest’s functions to increase 
wages, keep prices down, improve housing conditions 
and plumbing, etc.; prevent graft in government, put 
an end to wars, abolish ignorance. 

(3) The priest has power to change these eco- 
nomic and social conditions, if he only will. 

(4) When priests are persecuted, it is usually 
their own fault, for neglecting one or more of the 
above duties. 


849 









350 WHAT CAUSES PERSECUTIONS? 





These assumptions are all false, for the following 
reasons: 

(1) A priest’s existence would be justified if he 
never did anything but give us the infinite boon of 
the Mass. If he said it on an old crate in a ramshackle 
barn, in the most barbarous Latin, with no music 
but the cackling of hens and the mooing of cows; if 
he paused after the gospel to preach the purest balder- 
dash, mingled with constant appeals and demands for 
money, or the dullest observations on the weather; if 
he were ugly, ignorant, dirty, tactless, profane, greedy, 
cantankerous, intolerant, even immoral—if all these 
conditions (God forbid) existed, and the man was 
properly authorized to say Mass, and said it, he 
would be conferring on his parishioners a favor so 
great that they ought to be glad to crawl for miles on 
hands and knees, if necessary, to receive it. 

Now it goes without saying that the priest should 
give the sublime Sacrifice the most appropriate pos- 
sible setting; nothing in architecture, music, sculpture, 
painting, liturgical detail, could ever be good enough 
for the purpose, and no priest can be tco well edu- 
cated, too sensitive to aesthetic considerations or too 
virtuous to officiate. Nevertheless, all these desirables 
are but secondary—the Mass itself is the Thing. The 
Catholic who begins to understand this will waste 
little energy grumbling about bad music, sermons or 
art, but will thank God that he can hear Mass under 
any conditions. 

(2) It is not the priest’s job to raise wages or 
alter other economic conditions. When he is made a 
priest, he is solemnly charged wiith certain grave 
duties and responsibilities. The first function to 
which he is called is not that of driving the money 
changers out of the Temple, but that of driving devils 
out of possessed persons. (Only a few are called 
upon to exercise this terrible responsibility; but its 

















WHAT CAUSES PERSECUTIONS? 351 





imposition shows in what direction the Church con- 
ceives clerical duty to lie.) After the applicant for 


‘Holy Orders becomes an exorcist, he is solemnly 


charged with his most important duties and privi- 
leges: to offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, to for- 
give sins, to administer other sacraments, such as 
baptism, matrimony, extreme unction; to share in the 
teaching power of the Church, but strictly as a sub- 
ordinate to his Bishop, and in the sphere assigned to 
him. 

The obligations of justice and charity toward 
individuals and groups of men are not peculiar to the 
priestly state, but are shared with all Christians. 
Not even the wildest Communist would suggest that 
it is‘'a priest’s duty to catch thieves and murderers 
and deliver them to the police; or in a community 
where tax collections are slow, to pass the hat and 
turn over the proceeds to the tax collector. Yet 
there seems to be floating vaguely about in many 
minds—and not so vaguely either—that if an automo- 
bile manufacturer, say in Ohio, is not paying high 
enough wages, the priests of the vicinity are to blame, 
and had better “put up or shut up.” 

It is to be feared that if all priests concerned them- 
selves with the management problems of each par- 
ticular business, they might seriously neglect their 
own duties as priests; and the very persons who now 
criticize them for inactivity would complain of them 
as busybodies interfering in alien fields, for the World 
may always be counted upon to say, “We have piped 
for you, and you have not danced... .” (St. Luke, 
viii, 32.) At all events, it is to be noticed that Pope 
Pius XI, in Quadragesimo Anno, called ‘upon em- 
ployers, and not upon priests, to give just wages in 
industry. 

(8) Even in a largely Catholic society, it is not the 
fault of the clergy if, when they have made clear the 
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principles from which a well-ordered state must inevi- 
tably result, certain employers reject those principles 
and, often with the connivance of an anti-Catholic 
government, follow the heartless ideologies of Adam 
Smith and his intellectual heirs. 

It may be observed here that whenever and wher- 
ever the Catholic Church has been free enough and 
influential enough to change economic and social con- 
ditions, a great amelioration has followed, quietly and 
irresistibly, as the grass grows. The guilds, for ex- 
ample, settled the whole modern labor problem as 
nearly, perhaps, as is possible in human society. This 
did not come about from the direct interference of the 
priests in matters economic, but secondarily, as a 
corollary of the sincere acceptance of their teachings 
by all classes, including especially those with political 
power to coerce the money power. The so-called Re- 
formation shattered the guilds; and even in countries 
still called Catholic, the pressure of a universal system 
of usury and exploitation set free by the innovators of 
Liberalism has increasingly limited the power of the 
clergy to compel the practical application of the 
Church’s teachings—even if we grant that it was 
their duty to do so. Even in countries ostensibly 
Catholic, like France, and truly Catholic in great 
measure, like Spain, political power during the past 
century or more has been committed to agents of 
secret societies hostile to the Catholic Church. 

The chief responsibility for this belongs to so- 
called Catholic laymen, especially of the upper classes, 
who for motives of selfish ambition or vanity, or out 
of sheer stupidity, disregarded the repeated warnings 
of several Popes and of the clergy in general, thus 
admitting a secret enemy who contrived to unite 
social and economic reforms with policies so anti- 
Christian in their tendency that the clergy could not 
conscientiously support them. Thus the anticlericals 
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were able to denounce the clergy, insincerely, as 
opposed to social welfare measures, and little by little 
to separate the Church from the government, even 
though the masses still kept their faith. Detailed 
proof of the success of this strategy could be given, 
if space permitted. 

The same thing has happened, obviously, in Mex- 
ico. There, for a century, the political power has 
been in the hands of men who continued to blame 
the Church for conditions which they alone had power 
to remedy, but did not remedy; on the contrary, the 
general drift of Liberalism has been to place the 
worker more and more in the power of the capitalist 
and the usurer, under pretext of saving him from the 
Church. 

This has been made possible because so many lay- 
men of influence have yielded to the insidious tempta- 
tions of a vague anticlericalism (which did not at 
first openly repudiate dogma), instead of following 
the priests who continued to preach the only prin- 
ciples on which a genuine restoration of society could 
have been built. It may be granted that some priests 
were lax in laying down these principles, and that 
others, in Latin countries especially, were themselves 
the victims of the Liberalism which flattered them 
while it sought their destruction. But the opening 
wedge was always a spirit of disloyalty among the 
laity, especially among the classes that should have 
known better. 

If the clergy were thus separated from the sources 
of power to make social and economic reforms in 
Catholic countries, they are even more helpless in such 
countries as England and the United States, where 
Catholics are in minorities. Here, in a society domi- 
nated by capitalists and financiers for the most part 
hostile to, or indifferent to, the Catholic Church, the 
priest is free to preach to his own people the doctrines 
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which if carried out by everyone would quietly trans- 
form society, as in the Middle Ages. But even his 
Catholic hearers are part of a system over which 
the Church has no control, and which the priest can 
influence not as a priest, but as an individual citizen. 

When Catholics unite on any measure, they become 
what is called a “pressure group” not to be ignored. 
But their influence is negative rather than positive, 
so far as the nation is concerned. The truth of this 
will be understood if we imagine the hierarchy and 
all the clergy, supported by a solidly loyal laity, under- 
taking a crusade to pass and enforce laws compelling 
the rest of the population to give up the practice of, 
say, birth control. No priest or layman would even 
dream of such a desirable consummation, for not only 
would the movement fail, but a disastrous persecu- 
tion of the Catholic minority would probably ensue, 
with evil effects outweighing the good. 

Our strength is impressive and irresistible only 
when we exercise it as a minority appealing to the 
American sense of fair play, and the basic principle 
of American democracy, which recognizes the in- 
herent rights of minorities. Thus our success against 
the so-called child labor measures has been founded, 
at bottom, on our claim that. they violated our right to 
educate our own children. We were never able to do 
away with Prohibition, whose fallacy we saw from 
the beginning, until the rest of the population, for 
reasons of its own, came to agree with us. Our pa- 
rochial schools are still free (though an added finan- 
cial burden) only because the Supreme Court in the 
famous Oregon case defended our minority rights. 
Our protest against immoral movies succeeded be- 
cause it appealed to a sense of decency already shared 
by Protestants and others in great numbers, and most 
of all, it is apparent, because Hollywood thought more 
of our pennies than of our opinions. 
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We were not strong enough to stop the more subtle 
forms of propaganda against fundamental Christian 
principles; the films, many of them, still reek with it, 
and do incalculable harm. We could only appeal to 
our rights as a minority, and say that we would not 
permit our children to be subjected to the worst forms 
of filth then prevalent on the screen. If the time 
comes when the Constitution is altered to permit a 
collectivity or even'a large majority to disregard the 
rights of minorities (as has happened in other coun- 
tries) it will be only too apparent that the Catholic 
priest’s influence is confined to his own parishioners; 
and even there is less than it should be. Why, then, 
blame him for not raising wages and improving the 
quality. of houses, books, railroad trains and live- 
stock? 

(4) The prevalent assumption that when priests 
are persecuted, it is usually their own fault, is false 
and unchristian, and should be resisted. It will be 
instructive, and to the Christian it should be con- 
clusive, to notice what Christ Himself said on this 
subject; for it happens that He said a great deal at 
various times. 

Nowhere did He say that if His followers were 
persecuted it would be their own fault. There is no 
record in the New Testament, to my recollection (may 
I be corrected if I have overlooked any), of His saying 
anything of this sort or tenor: “When men hate you 
and cast you out and imprison and kill you, be 
ashamed of yourselves. It will be a sign that you 
accumulated too much property or led scandalous 
lives. When nuns are ravished and then covered 
with gasolene and ignited, let them ask themselves 
what they have done to raise wages in their com- 
munity. If priests are crucified on their church 
doors, or mowed down with machine guns, if their 
entrails are wrapped in straw and fed to the horses of 
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Huguenots in France, or labelled ‘pork for sale’ in 
Spain, it will be their own fault; they should have 
lowered the price of bread and beans, they should 
have installed better plumbing in the citizens’ houses, 
they should have lived themselves on grass and the 
bark of trees.” 

These ideas are not found in the Gospels. They 
have another source. 

Scandals, indeed, were mentioned. Our Lord pre- 
dicted them, apparently so that we should not be too 
much disturbed by the inevitable manifestations of 
human nature exposed to diabolical temptation. 
Scandals must come, but woe to them by whom they 
come. Would they then be persecuted? Not neces- 
sarily. The most scandalous communities of monks 
in the sixteenth century went over to Protestantism 
and escaped persecution. It was the faithful and 
pious clergy who were hanged at Tyburn. Perhaps 
the meaning of Our Lord was, then, that God would 
punish the wolves in sheep’s clothing; the faithful 
needn’t take it upon themselves. This is supported 
by the stern admonition, “Judge not, lest ye be 
judged”—an admonition which the anticlerical ap- 
parently does not think of, when the clergy’s real or 
imagined offenses are concerned. 

Our Lord said nothing to justify the persecution 
of the clergy for scandals or abuses. But He did offer 
some very different explanations of the trails to come 
upon Christians in various ages. 

“Blessed are they that suffer persecution for 
justice’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are ye when they shall revile you and perse- 
cute you, and speak all that is evil against you un- 
truly, for My sake; be glad and rejoice, for your 
reward is very great in heaven. For so they perse- 
cuted the prophets that were before you.” (St. 
Matthew, v, 11-12.) 
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“Blessed shall you be when men hate you, and 
when they shall separate you and shall reproach 
you and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
Man’s sake. Be glad in that day and rejoice; for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven.” (St. Luke, 
vi, 22-23.) 

“For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there shall be pestilences, and 
famines, and earthquakes in places. Now all these 
are the beginnings of sorrows. Then shall they de- ~ 
liver you up to be afflicted, and shall put you to death; 
and you shall be hated by all nations for My name’s 
sake. And then shall many be scandalized, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one another. And 
many false prophets shall rise, and shall seduce many. 
And because iniquity hath abounded, the charity of 
many shall grow cold. But he that shall persevere 
. the end, he shall be saved.” (St. Matthew, xxiv, 

-13.) 

Again: “But before all these things they will lay 
their hands upon you, and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues and into prisons, dragging 
you before kings and governors for My name’s sake; 
and it shall happen unto you for a testimony.” (St. 
Luke, xxi, 12-13.) 

The same explanation of persecution, naturally, is 
offered by Saint Paul. “All that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” he wrote. 
(II Timothy, ii, 10.) He regarded the sufferings of 
Christians as necessary “to fill up the measure of the 
sufferings of Christ” in the Mystical Body; but he 
did not regard those sufferings as necessarily evidence 
of sin, except insofar as all men were sinners. His 
remarks on the anticlericalism of his time, even 
among Catholics, does not lend much support to the 
theory now applied to the persecutions in modern 
Spain and Mexico. It followed the Church from the 
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beginning. ‘We are reviled, and we bless; we are 
persecuted, and we suffer it. We are blasphemed, and 
we entreat; we are made as the refuse of this world, 
the offscouring of all even until now.” (I Cor., iv, 
12-13.) 

He complains that he and his fellow apostles are 
victims of the slander to be leveled centuries later 
against the Jesuits: they are accused in effect of 
teaching that the end justifies the means; of saying, 
“Let us do evil, that there may come good.” (Romans, 
iii, 8.) He is made sorrowful by some Christians 
who are “puffed up” and warns all, “Beware lest 
any man cheat you by philosophy, and vain deceit; 
according to the tradition of men, according to the 
elements of the world, and not according to Christ.” 
(Colossians, ii, 8.) Bishops and priests should be 
course be blameless, but young Timothy is warned 
against accepting idle and malicious gossip against 
them. “Let the priests that rule well, be esteemed 
worthy of double honor: especially they who labor in 
the word and doctrine; for the scripture saith: Thou 
shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn; 
and The laborer is worthy of his reward. Against a 
priest receive not an accusation, but under two or 
three witnesses.” (I Tim., v, 17-19.) 

Through the succeeding centuries the Popes have 
taken the same view of persecution; until, in 1936, we 
find Pope Pius XI telling the refugees from Spain 
that they are victims, not of clerical scandals and 
. abuses, not of the great wealth of the hierarchy, but 
“of a truly satanic hatred of God and against human- 
ity redeemed by Him.” In Spain, “a satanic prepara- 
tion has relighted .. . that flame of hatred and savage 
persecution which has been confessedly reserved for 
the Catholic Church and the Catholic religion as being 
the one real obstacle in the way of those forces which 
have already given a sample and a measure of them- 
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selves in subversive attacks on every kind of order 
from Russia to China, from Mexico to South America. 
Such trials and preparations have been preceded and 
unfailingly accompanied by a universal, persistent 
and most astute propaganda.” 

It is obvious that many Catholics, even in the 
United States today, are thoughtlessly repeating items 
of this eternal propaganda having its source in hell. 
Such grumbling is often the prelude of persecution, 
and a contributing cause. The present writer, who is 
only a layman, knows many priests; and not one who 
is not acutely aware of the dangers of the times, and 
anxious to do his part to remedy them. 


The Practical Catholic and 
Communism 


JAMES FITZGERALD 


Paper read at the Eighth National Conference of the Laymen’s 
Retreat Movement, Niagara University, Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
July 29-31, 1938 


COMMUNISM is the capital issue in the world 
today. The purpose of this paper is merely to set 
down certain general observations about it in the hope 
that the issue may be made clear to Catholics. 


PERSONAL IMPORT OF COMMUNISM 


The issue is personal, that is, it concerns each of 
us in our individual lives. I have a friend who is cur- 
rently managing a book store in Detroit; his father 
was a doctor, he was a student in the Naval Academy 
of his homeland, he was of that middle class to which 
most of us belong. But his homeland was Russia and 
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so he spent his youth fighting in the White Army 
against the Red and he is spending his middle life 
in exile. He tells me that he is reconciled to the 
separation from his family and his homeland and is 
finding satisfaction in his new loyalty to his adopted 
country and in his new friends. But he is concerned 
for the future. He does not want to live through, in 
his later years in his adopted country, either the hor- 
rors or the adventures of his youth. But you can read 
about Nicholas Wreden in his book The Unmaking of 
a Russian. I mention him here only to quote the 
opening paragraph of the book as sufficient for my 
first observation that this issue is a personal one. 


If some one should come to me today and tell me that twenty 
years from now I would be an American no longer, that every 
city and town in the country would know famine and war, that 
all my friends would be torn from their anchorages and most of 
them would suffer violent death, and that I would be tucked away 
in some distant part of the world, separated forever from my 
family—if some one should tell me all this, I would think the 
man insane and dismiss the whole gloomy picture from my mind. 
But later perhaps . . . I would remember that not so long ago 
I should have thought the same prediction just as ridiculous, just 
as absurd and yet every word of it has actually come true. 


NATURE OF COMMUNISM 


Communism has for its philosophic basis historic 
materialism, and the core of Communism is the doc- 
trine that domestic, religious, social and political 
systems are mere conditions predetermined by the 
prevailing economic system. Hence, its concept of 
the ultimate Society—predicated upon its assumption 
of an ultimate collectivist economic system coming by 
a process of materialistic evolution—is a homeless, 
religionless, classless and nationless international col- 
lectivist society. Communists maintain that all the 
various societies, forms of government and human 
institutions of history have been and are nothing but 
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by-products of the prevailing economic system and 
that the prevailing economy is a stage in a material- 
istic evolution. That is the root idea of the business. 
That is at the bottom of the Communist’s hatred of 
the Church for he sees in that Church, whose doctrine 
is so opposed to his idea, a physical, perennial fact for 
all men to see contradicting the root of his theory. 
For plainly She is a Society which is no by-product 
of any economic system; and the Communist cannot 
explain Her away. 

Where would the directive authority reside in this 
ultimate international, classless society? Probably, 
they say, in a body of delegates chosen by Soviets or 
councils which in turn would be representative of the 
collectives or spontaneous groups having common in- 
terests. But in fact, Communism envisions an inter- 
mediate stage between capitalism, the prevailing 
economic system, and this ideal. This stage is the 
dictatorship of the proletariat which is necessary for 
the purging from society of all classes other than 
the proletariat. This stage may be reached according 
to some by plebiscite, some by coup d’etat, but accord- 
ing to most by revolution. “Communists are Social- 
ists who will stick at nothing in order to establish a 
classless society and hold that it can be established 
only by way of transition through class dictatorship 
to a new kind of democracy.” (G. D. H. Cole, A Guide 
to Modern Politics.) 


TACTICS OF COMMUNISM 


The stages of the Communist program are: 1. In- 
doctrination including the organization of the prole- 
tariat; 2. Revolution; 8. Dictatorship; 4. International 
Sovietism—the universal Union of Socialist Soviet 
Republics. 

It is in the first or indoctrination stage in the 
United States today; it is in the second or revolution- 
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ary stage in Spain, and in the third or dictatorship 
stage in Russia. 

In amplification of those three observations on our 
personal concern with Communism, on its nature and 
on its tactics, and in preparation for the fourth obser- 
vation on how we stand towards it here in the United 
States today, let us examine into Communism’s atti- 
tude toward parliamentary democracy. The Com- 
munists say that parliamentary democracy is a 
by-product of Capitalism and hence, along with Capi- 
talism, must go. 

There is a Communist party openly in this coun- 
try. Earl Browder is its head and he ran for 
President on the Communist ticket in 1936. He is a 
member of the Communist International which is 
seated at Moscow. In answer to the direct question 
“Is that part of the Communist party which exists in 
the United States a part and parcel of the Communist 
International in Moscow, a world wide organization 
looking to the teaching of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Stalin?” he replied for the record “That is correct.” 

He has written that it is an historic truth that a 
capitalistic system might be changed to a communistic 
system only “by violent revolution and a stern dicta- 
torship of the proletariat.” 

However, that tactic—the preaching of revolution 
—has been set aside for the time being and Com- 
munism is now pursuing in the United States the 
boring-from-within-method, the Trojan horse policy. 
It works along these general lines: 1. Impenetration of 
labor unions to keep and broaden the cleavage between 
employee and employer; 2. Formation of false “front” 
organizations for the advancement of youth, of cul- 
ture, of sports, of peace, etc.; 3. Indoctrination of 
students in high schools and colleges. How vulner- 
able are the laboring classes, the industrial workers, 
the “proletariat” of America to this propaganda? 
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Vulnerable, in the main, to the degree of strain in the 
relations between capital and labor. Some gains have 
been made in the relations between employer and 
employe. But even yet, in the main, the employers— 
and that includes many Catholics—still rejecting the 
counsels of the Pope, continue to talk about what they 
own and forget what they owe. The employes—and 
that includes many Catholics—likewise rejecting the 
counsels of the Pope, still continue to consort with 
“seditious men and seditious movements.” And when 
they do come to confer, the one holds behind his back 
the club of the sit down, the other the club of the 
shut down. And meanwhile the Communist bores 
from within the union. 

The second and third general tactical lines in their 
aim to proletariatize all classes of society are sub- 
sidiary, but powerfully so, to the first. Subsidiary, in 
the present, because if they fail to win the “prole- 
tariat” itself they cannot proletariatize other classes 
to any effect and bring about an early revolution. 
But primary for the future is their indoctrination of 
youth. This is the tactic, the indoctrination of youth, 
which constitutes the greatest menace of Communism 
in this country. 


ATTITUDE OF CATHOLICS TOWARD COMMUNISM 


Now, what attitude do practical Catholics here 
take about this whole business? It must be admitted 
that we have not an unanimously united front. We 
have “practical” Catholics who, understanding Com- 
munism better than the Church, work “with it for the 
emancipation of the laboring class”; others who, with 
@ universality broader than that of the Church, re- 
main neutral; and others who “don’t know anything 
about it.” 

Yet practical Catholics have, more than ever be- 
fore in history, not only instruction from their pastors 
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in the fundamental doctrines of the Church but clear 
and almost instant declarations on such issues from 
the Pope. 

The Church maintains an indifference to the 
political forms of States, to systems of government, 
so long as the authority is just and so long as justice 
is established and maintained by that authority. The 
Church does not concede that the political system is 
but a condition of the economic system. Rather, the 
Church maintains that in the interests of justice, the 
State should exercise a due control over the economic 
system. The Church teaches obedience to properly 
constituted state authority and condemns sedition. 
The Church teaches that classes are natural and even 
necessary in Society. The Church definitely affirms 
the right of property and the duty of stewardship as 
to its use. 

Invoking justice, the Church points out the evils 
attendant upon Capitalism but not inherent in it. 
She condemns not the system but the abuses of it. 

As remedies to this abuse—unbridled competition 
—breeding injustices upon the members of all classes 
but especially upon the wage earner, the Church pro- 
posed the doctrine of stewardship of wealth and talent 
and brawn; the spread of private property, the inter- 
vention of the State authority and the action of free 
associations with members from all classes of society. 

Where the Church’s solution was ignored by the 
existing authority or where the State was not strong 
enough to combat Communism, you saw one of two 
events: Communism succeeded by revolution as in 
Russia; or politicians projected, by a coup d’etat as 
in Germany, a new form of government profession- 
ally strong enough to crush out Communism. 

Parliamentary democracies thus are faced with 
three futures. They will become strong enough to 
control the injustices of Capitalism or of any other 
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economic system that may arise, and to curb the 
activities of subversive and seditious minorities; 
strong enough to protect the rights of loyal minori- 
ties; strong enough to protect and promote the spread 
of religion and thus survive, fulfilling the democratic 
ideal and destiny of governments deriving their just 
powers under God from the consent of the governed, 
exercising faithfully the power of that authority to 
establish justice and to promote the general welfare. 
Or they will be supplanted by single party dictator- 
ships. Or they will be submerged in Communism. 

Practical Catholicism offers to any and all existing 
governments (except that negation of government, 
Soviet Russia) the practical solution to this capital 
issue of survival: to support religion, to support 
private property; to control competition; to suppress 
sedition; to encourage voluntary associations among 
all classes of society. 

Communism offers the destruction of every exist- 
ing form of government and the substitution of a 
formless, classless international without traditions, 
experience, order or freedom, flying in the face of all 
the common sense of history. And Communism faces 
two futures: the degradation of chaotic barbarism or 
the emergence again of despotic separatist rulers, and 
after that, after the long struggle for freedom all 
over again, the emergence again of democratic forms. 
For, Communsts are not alone in their doctrine of the 
inevitable—the inevitability of a blind, materialistic 
evolution. Practical Catholics have their doctrine, 
too, of the inevitable—the inevitability of the Provi- 
dence of God. 

The Communists think they are evolving when 
they are only revolving. They think they ride on the 
wheels of an irresistible materialism when they are 
only riding on a merry-go-round, faster and faster 
until first all the merriment is gone, then nausea en- 
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sues and finally the riders are flung sprawling in 
every direction spreading panic through all the crowd 
of sane, good people at the fair. 

And when their leader in this country, the bland 
and ingenuous Mr. Browder, offers to practical Catho- 
lics the open hand of union in a common cause we 
meet that gesture with the open eye. We only repeat 
to him the obvious: we are poles apart; separated by 
irreconcilable differences of doctrine; there is no sin- 
gle foot of common ground between on which we can 
meet. 

We will fight Communism in its indoctrination 
stage, with its agitators in unions, its pink professors 
in school, its suspended priests on the platform. We 
will fight its propaganda with ours in press and youth 
organizations and school and pulpit. And if we lose 
in that stage, we shall know how to fight it in its 
revolutionary stage as the practical Catholics of Spain 
are fighting it. 


Anti-Communist Not Enough 


CAPTAIN MAGUIRE, M.C., J.P. 
Reprinted from The Tribune, Melbourne, Australia. 


O be anti-Communist is not enough. We must have 

the heat that keeps out the cold. There is only 
one way to change darkness—by introducing light. 
Use and custom have dulled the age of the wonder of 
Catholicism. The dimming of our vision has not in 
us been completed and now that Communism has 
singled out the Catholic Church as the only enemy 
that matters, the time has come for us to take cogni- 
zance of what the Church really is. 
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KEY TO CATHOLIC LIFE 


Here is the key to all Catholic life and action— 
that the layman as well as the priest is called to be 
another Christ for the Christianizing of the world. 
It is the forgetfulness of this great truth which allows 
us to enter into the mess of a bad marriage, to be- 
come routine in our Catholic life and to encourage us 
to join with the throng marching onwards towards 
sheer paganism. 

If the Catholic layman could grip and retain this 
truth, then civilization in this country would be 
changed in a generation. No thought is born without 
silence and contemplation. It is in the silence and 
quiet of one’s own thoughts that real and true char- 
acter is developed. Character is made by the kind of 
thoughts man thinks when alone, and civilization is 
made by the kind of thoughts a man speaks to his 
neighbor. 

How many supposedly enlightened Catholics real- 
ize that the whole sacramental system, and, therefore, 
supernatural life of our Church, is built round the 
Catholic family, and at the same time realize that in 
this day of civilization the whole attack of the mate- 
rialistic world is centered against the family? 

We see the symptoms of this in the social world, 
where the race or class is held up as the Deity, and 
where the individual is sacrificed to the demands. of 
the State. The plea that the State exists only for the 
benefit of the family is no longer recognized outside 
our Church, and we are criticized as being a non- 
practical people... . 

Without the Christian family the Church could not 
be carried on. Without the true Catholic marriage 
there would be no more priests, no more Bishops, no 
more Holy Mass, and without these things there would 
be no Church. Our immediate task is one to be . 
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tackled by laymen, particularly by fathers of families. 
It is not to be left to the priest, the teacher, or the, 
Bishop. 

THE LAYMAN’S JOB 


The re-Christianizing of the family is a job for 
the layman. It cannot be done by the Government, 
by a town council, by a priest, by a Bishop, or by the 
Pope. It cannot be done by our neighbors; it can only 
be done by ourselves.... The existence of the Church 
depends upon it and civilization is equally dependent 
upon it.... 

If we are honest with ourselves we will admit 
frankly that the lapsed Catholics who are the leaders 
of materialistic movements were probably members of 
a family where a true appreciation of what the 
Church stands for was missing. Even on the question 
known as the leakage the re-Christianizing of the 
family is the first essential to bring about an effective 
check. 


ACTION’S FINAL AIM 


It will be evident that a campaign of re-Christian- 
izing the family will affect every day of our life and 
in relation to everyone we meet. Catholic Action has 
for its final aim the Christianizing of the world. Be- 
fore States, cities, municipalities are changed, the 
family which makes up these will require to be 
changed. It takes no great imagination to realize that 
the changing of the family life will mean a change in 
the environment in which each family has its place— 
that is the lesson to be kept in mind. 
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